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Disputes other than divorce itself may be subject to settle-
ment by the court even if the divorce proceeding took place in 
the CSRD.  It should be noted that the divorce can be made via 
the CSRD if the marriage is registered in Armenia or, in cases 
based on an international or bilateral treaty, the CSRD is enti-
tled to official inquiry and confirmation from the foreign state 
that the marriage was made and is valid therein.

The divorce may be realised by judicial procedure if: 
■	 there is no agreement to the divorce by one of the spouses;
■	 despite the absence of reservations against divorce, one 

of the spouses avoids the divorce’s realisation in the 
CSRD; or

■	 the spouses wish to divorce by judicial procedure by 
mutual consent.

From July 1, 2025, mediation prior to the initiation action in 
the court for divorce becomes mandatory in Armenia. 

No Armenian authorities are entitled to consider the 
grounds of divorce. 

1.3	 In the case of an uncontested divorce, do the 
parties need to attend court and is it possible to have a 
“private” divorce, i.e. without any court involvement?

It should be noted that information from the CSRD is personal 
data that can be provided only based on the data subject’s 
explicit consent.  Thus, “out-of-judicial” divorce is a “private” 
divorce without any court involvement.  Also, the media-
tion is classified as a private and closed proceeding subject to 
confidentiality.

Should the court hear a case related to the participants’ 
privacy, the sessions may be closed-door if the parties request 
this of the court.

According to the general procedural rules defined in the 
Code, the parties’ presence in the court hearings is not manda-
tory and can be provided through a representative.  It is impor-
tant to note that the court shall leave the claim (including 
divorce claim) without consideration at any stage if the notified 
claimant or representative fails to appear at two consecutive 
court sessions and has not filed a motion to postpone the exam-
ination of the case or on resolving the case in the claimant’s 
absence, provided that the respondent has not filed a motion 
on proceeding with the examination of the case.  In cases other 
than those presented in this chapter, any case may be heard in 
the absence of any party if the latter is notified properly.

1.4	 What is the procedure and timescale for a divorce?

The procedure and timescale for “out-of-judicial” divorce is 
presented in question 1.2.

12 Divorce

1.1	 What are the grounds of jurisdiction for divorce 
proceedings? For example, residence, nationality, 
domicile, etc.?

According to general rules, Armenian citizens (Armenian 
nationals) are entitled to initiate divorce proceedings in 
Armenian courts, including cases where the marriage was 
registered under a foreign jurisdiction.  If at least one spouse 
is a citizen of the Republic of Armenia, the divorce case may be 
initiated and resolved in Armenian courts.

Divorce cases involving Armenian citizens and foreign citi-
zens or stateless persons, where the spouses reside in the 
Republic of Armenia, fall exclusively under the jurisdiction of 
Armenian courts.

Under Article 346(6) of the Civil Procedural Code (herein-
after the “Code”), the foreign judicial act regarding divorce is 
recognised in Armenia based on the Armenian court decision 
without international or bilateral treaties or reciprocity.  Based 
on the treaties, the foreign court decision about divorce may be 
recognised in Armenia without special proceedings as well.

1.2	 What are the grounds for a divorce? For example, 
is there a required period of separation; can the 
parties have an uncontested divorce?

There are two main procedures for divorce in the Republic of 
Armenia.

If both spouses mutually consent to the divorce, it may 
be carried out “out-of-judicially”, i.e., through the Civil 
Status Registration Departments of the Ministry of Justice of 
Armenia (hereinafter the “CSRD”), according to Article 15 of 
the Family Code of the Republic of Armenia (hereinafter the 
“Family Code”).

The spouses should submit a joint application for divorce, 
and after the expiration of a mandatory waiting period (no 
less than one month and no more than three months), they 
must reaffirm their intention by submitting a second applica-
tion.  Upon submission of this second application, the divorce 
will be officially registered.  Additionally, for an extra fee, the 
spouses may receive the divorce certificate within a few hours 
following the submission of the joint application.

The CSRD shall register a divorce based on the application of 
one spouse alone if the second spouse is:
■	 recognised as missing or incapable by the court; or
■	 convicted to imprisonment for a period of no less than 

three years.
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■	 none of the spouses should be recognised as incapable by 
the court; and

■	 none of spouses should conceal that they have a sex virus, 
including HIV/AIDS, or a drug or toxic addiction, from 
the other while registering a marriage in the CSRD. 

The marriage can be recognised as null and void if the 
spouses, or one of them, has registered the marriage without 
an intention to make a family (false marriage).

1.8	 Can divorce proceedings be stayed if there are 
proceedings in another country?

Based on the rule defined in the Code, the Armenian court 
shall leave the claim on divorce without consideration when: 
■	 the foreign state court has accepted the divorce claim for 

examination; and 
■	 the foreign state court has delivered a judgment with 

respect to the divorce case. 
The mandatory condition for Armenian courts to leave 

the claim without consideration is that a dispute should be 
between the same persons, on the same subject matter and on 
the same factual grounds.

22 Finances on Divorce

2.1	 What financial orders can the court make on 
divorce?

Under Armenian law, the following financial types of claims 
may be submitted to the court alongside a divorce claim:
■	 Child support (alimony) claims.
■	 Spousal support (alimony) claims provided the reques- 

ting spouse qualifies under the law.
It is also worth noting that the following types of claims 

may also be submitted to the court for examination with a 
divorce claim:
■	 Custody of the child(ren) (child living place, including 

determining with which parent the child will reside).
■	 Division of jointly owned property.
■	 Determination of a visitation schedule with the 

child(ren).
The court is authorised to examine any of these claims if a 

corresponding claim is filed.

2.2	 Do matrimonial regimes exist and do they need 
to be addressed by the court on divorce? Is there a 
default matrimonial regime?

The matrimonial regime is regulated under the Family Code 
and the Civil Code of the Republic of Armenia (hereinafter the 
“Civil Code”). 

According to the general rule, the property acquired by 
spouses during marriage is their joint ownership (the portions 
are considered equal and non-divided), unless otherwise 
provided for by law or by an agreement between them.  The 
spouses may conclude a marital agreement and define the 
matrimonial regime other than those presented in the law 
during marriage and in case of divorce.

Meanwhile, the following are exceptions to the stated 
general rule:
■	 personal use property (clothing, footwear, etc.), except 

for jewellery and luxury items, which is the ownership of 
the spouse who has use of that property; 

■	 donated or inherited property; and 

For initiation of the mediation prior to the divorce, the 
spouses should submit a joint or separate application on 
appointment of a mediator.  The selection of the mediator and 
implementation of the mediation process will follow.  There is 
no time limit for the mediation process defined under the law.  
Instead, the termination of the mediation process links to the 
occurrence of circumstances defined under the law. 

The procedure for judicial divorce is as follows: 
■	 presenting the claim on divorce before the first instance 

court;
■	 accepting the claim to the hearings;
■	 hearing sessions and decision-making; and
■	 appeal to the Appeal Civil Court and afterwards, the 

Cassation Court (at the discretion of the parties).
If the claim presented is only about the divorce, the time- 

scale for divorce in court is from six to nine months; if there are 
other claims presented along with the divorce, the case may be 
completed in two to three years.

1.5	 Can a divorce be finalised without resolving 
other associated matters? For example, children and 
finances.

Yes, divorce can be finalised without resolving other associ-
ated matters such as common property, child’s place of living, 
visitation schedule, alimony, etc. 

1.6	 Are foreign divorces recognised in your 
jurisdiction? If so, what are the procedural 
requirements, if any?

According to Article 145 of the Family Code: 
■	 divorces between Armenian nationals and foreign 

nationals or stateless persons concluded out of the terri-
tory of Armenia are valid in Armenia in case of consular 
legalisation; and

■	 divorces between foreign citizens concluded out of 
the territory of Armenia are valid in Armenia in case of 
consular legalisation.

The following rules concern divorces concluded out-of- 
judicially.  Under Article 346(6) of the Code, the following are 
subject to recognition by Armenian courts:
■	 foreign judicial acts on divorce between foreign citizens 

or on declaring the marriage as invalid; and
■	 foreign judicial acts on divorce between Armenian 

nationals or between Armenian nationals and foreign 
nationals or stateless persons or on declaring a marriage 
as invalid (see also question 1.1). 

1.7	 Does your jurisdiction allow separation or nullity 
proceedings?

The concept of “separation” is not implemented in Armenian 
legislation.

The court may consider a marriage invalid if it was entered 
into in violation of any of the following legal restrictions:
■	 the age of the spouses should be no less than 18; 
■	 none of the spouses should be in another marriage, regis-

tered by the procedure established by the law; 
■	 the spouses should not be immediate relatives (parents 

and children, grandparents and grandchildren, as well as 
siblings and siblings with a common mother or father, or 
common aunts, uncles and cousins);

■	 the spouses should not be adopters and adopted;
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The following persons also have the right to seek alimony 
from the financially able ex-spouse:
■	 a vulnerable ex-spouse responsible for the care of a 

common disabled child from childhood or a disabled 
child of the first group of disability; 

■	 an ex-wife during pregnancy, as well as the spouse taking 
care of a common child until the child turns three years 
old; and 

■	 a vulnerable ex-spouse who became disabled either 
before the divorce or within one year after the divorce.

This right extends to cases where the requesting ex-spouse 
reaches retirement age within five years of the divorce, 
provided the spouses were married for 15 years or more.

2.5	 If a couple agrees on financial matters, do they 
need to have a court order and attend court?

Spouses can settle financial and property disputes between 
themselves either by a mutually concluded agreement or 
through judicial procedure.  An agreement between spouses 
on financial matters concluded in the form prescribed by law 
is valid and enforceable, even in the absence of a court order or 
the parties’ appearance before the court. 

Such an agreement may be executed in simple written 
form and notarised or approved by a licensed mediator.  If 
there is a signed and notarised agreement between the 
spouses regarding their financial matters, then in case of non- 
fulfilment of any of the terms of the agreement, the other party 
has the right to apply to the notary to issue a writ of execu-
tion if such a possibility is included in this agreement.  To 
ensure compulsory enforcement of an agreement approved by 
a licensed mediator, it must be approved by a court.

2.6	 How long can spousal maintenance orders last 
and are such orders commonplace?

Spousal maintenance orders remain in effect either if the 
grounds for providing maintenance continue to exist (see also 
question 2.4), or until the court releases the obligated spouse – 
either permanently or temporarily – from the duty to pay.  The 
court may release a spouse from the obligation to pay mainte-
nance if the spouse in need of support becomes incapable due to:
■	 excessive use of alcohol, drugs, or toxic substances, or 

due to the commission of an intentional crime;
■	 a marriage that lasted less than one year; or
■	 immoral behaviour by the spouse requesting alimony 

(such as unfaithfulness, gambling, etc.).
However, there are very few cases involving alimony from 

ex-spouses in Armenia.

2.7	 Is the concept of matrimonial property recognised 
in your jurisdiction?

The concept of matrimonial property is recognised under 
Armenian law and is described in detail in question 2.2.

2.8	 Do the courts treat foreign nationals differently 
on divorce? If so, what are the rules on applicable 
law? Can the court make orders applying foreign law 
rather than the law of the jurisdiction?

The Constitution of Armenia prohibits any kind of discrimina-
tion; therefore, the scope of rights and obligations are the same 

■	 the property received by one of the spouses as a gift or 
succession in the course of marriage shall be his or her 
ownership. 

The property of each spouse may be recognised as their 
joint ownership where it is established that contributions at 
the expense of common property or personal property of the 
other spouse have been made in the course of marriage, which 
have significantly increased the value of that property (capital 
repair, reconstruction, re-equipment, etc.), unless otherwise 
provided for by an agreement concluded between the spouses.

It is worth noting that the Court of Cassation of the Republic 
of Armenia recently issued a decision addressing the relevant 
regulations.  The Court clarified that the transformation of 
one asset into another (such as converting personal property 
into money, or using it to acquire a vehicle or real estate) does 
not change the nature of ownership, provided that the original 
asset was the personal property of one spouse.  In such cases, 
the newly acquired asset will also remain the personal prop-
erty of that spouse.

2.3	 How does the court decide what financial orders 
to make? What factors are taken into account?

Please see question 2.1.
Alimony for children: in accordance with the Family Code, 

alimony for the child(ren) may be determined by the court as 
a percentage of income, a fixed amount, or a combination of 
both.  In all cases, the amount is set monthly.  The court must 
decide in accordance with Articles 68–74 of the Family Code.  
The court may consider the minimum amount established by 
law, the financial capacities of the parents (including income 
and assets), the family status of the parent(s), the best inter-
ests of the child, and any other relevant factors the court 
deems important.

Division of common property: the court shall base its deci-
sion on the marital agreement, if one exists.  If there is no 
marital agreement, as a matter of general rule the court will 
refer to Article 201 of the Civil Code to identify jointly owned 
property (please see also question 2.2) and divide it equally 
between the former spouses.

Spousal maintenance (alimony from the ex-spouse): the 
court decides on spousal maintenance in accordance with 
Articles 78–80 of the Family Code, which outline the conditions 
under which such maintenance may be claimed.  The court will 
take into account the financial and family circumstances of the 
spouses, as well as any other factors it deems relevant.

2.4	 Is the position different between capital and 
maintenance orders? If so, how?

As has been mentioned above, alimony for the child(ren) may 
be determined by the court as a percentage of income, a fixed 
amount, or a combination of both.  In all cases, the amount is 
set monthly.

According to the Family Code, spouses are obligated to 
provide financial support to each other.  If such support is 
refused, and there is no mutual agreement on alimony, the 
following persons have the right to require alimony from the 
spouse by judicial procedure:
■	 a vulnerable, financially dependent spouse; 
■	 a wife during pregnancy, as well as the spouse taking 

care of a common child until the child turns three years 
old; and

■	 a vulnerable spouse caring for a common child disabled 
from childhood or a disabled adult child of the first group 
of disability. 
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3.3	 Can marital agreements cover a spouse’s 
financial claims on divorce, e.g. for maintenance or 
compensation, or are they limited to the election 
of the matrimonial property regime? Can they deal 
with financial claims regarding children, e.g. child 
maintenance?

The marital agreement may cover all types of property rights 
and obligations, including provisions for spousal alimony 
or compensation, as well as rules governing the matrimo-
nial property regime.  However, it should be noted that child 
alimony is not subject to regulation under a marital agreement 
and must be addressed through separate legal arrangements, 
which also must be notarised.

42 Cohabitation and the Unmarried Family

4.1	 Do cohabitants, who do not have children, have 
financial claims if the couple separate? What are the 
grounds to make a financial claim?

Only marriages registered in the civil acts registration services 
are recognised in the Republic of Armenia, and persons in 
an unregistered marriage do not have any legal protection 
as spouses.  There is no separate legal regulation governing 
cohabitation in Armenia.  As a result, cohabitants are not enti-
tled to any financial claims solely based on the fact of their 
cohabitation.

4.2	 What financial orders can a cohabitant obtain?

This is not applicable under Armenian jurisdiction.

4.3	 Is there a formal partnership status for 
cohabitants (for example, civil partnerships, PACS)?

In the Republic of Armenia, marriage is the only legally recog-
nised form of formal partnership.  Under Armenian law, 
marriage is defined as the union of a man and a woman of 
marriageable age who freely express their will to marry and 
create a family.  Only marriages registered with the civil acts 
registration services in accordance with the procedure estab-
lished by Republic of Armenia legislation are recognised as valid.

There is no legal recognition or formal status for cohabita-
tion, civil partnerships, or other forms of partnership outside 
registered marriage.  As such, cohabitants are not granted 
legal rights or obligations based solely on their relationship.

4.4	 Are same-sex couples permitted to marry or 
enter other formal relationships in your jurisdiction?

Under the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia, only 
marriage between a man and a woman is legally recognised.

52 Child Maintenance

5.1	 What financial claims are available to parents on 
behalf of children within or outside of marriage?

Each parent has a duty to participate in the needs of their 
children proportionally to their resources.  Regardless of the 
parents’ marriage, the parent with whom the child lives has 
the right to request alimony from the other parent.

for both nationals and foreigners, including in the divorce 
proceedings.  The court may decide by applying foreign law 
based on the conflict of law rules, in particular Articles 146, 
151 and 152 of the Family Code.  However, the norms of foreign 
family law shall not be applied if such application contradicts 
the law and order (public order) of the Republic of Armenia. 

2.9	 How is the matrimonial home treated on divorce?

Armenian law does not use the term “matrimonial home” and 
thus there are no special rules as regard that particular asset.

2.10	Is the concept of “trusts” recognised in your 
jurisdiction? If so, how?

This is not applicable in the Armenian jurisdiction. 

2.11	 Can financial claims be made following a foreign 
divorce in your jurisdiction? If so, what are the 
grounds?

Financial claims can be made in Armenia following a foreign 
divorce in case Armenian courts have jurisdiction over the 
dispute.  Such cases are as follows:
■	 the respondent is an Armenian national; 
■	 the respondent is a foreign national who resides in the 

territory of Armenia at the time of filing a claim; or 
■	 the respondent is a foreign national that has a property in 

Armenia.

2.12	What methods of dispute resolution are available 
to resolve financial settlement on divorce, e.g. court, 
mediation, arbitration?

The dispute resolution methods available in Armenia as are 
follows: 
■	 the courts of general jurisdiction; 
■	 mediation in and out of judicial proceedings; and 
■	 arbitration, but only for cases on division of jointly 

owned property.

32 Marital Agreements 

3.1	 Are marital agreements (pre- and post-marriage) 
enforceable? Is the position the same if the agreement 
is a foreign agreement?

Marital agreements are regulated under Articles 27–31 and 
146 of the Family Code.  Such an agreement may be concluded 
either before marriage or at any time during the marriage.  It 
governs the property rights and obligations of spouses during 
marriage and/or in the event of divorce.  To be valid and 
enforceable, the agreement must be notarised.

A foreign marital agreement will be recognised as valid and 
enforceable in Armenia if it complies with the conflict of law 
rules established under Armenian legislation.

3.2	 What are the procedural requirements for a 
marital agreement to be enforceable on divorce?

The marital agreement must be notarised and may only 
address the property rights and obligations of the spouses.
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6.2	 At what age are children considered adults by the 
court?

The child is a natural person until the age of 18 except in cases 
of gaining full legal capacity earlier under the law.  Minors 
aged 16 or older are entitled to ask the court to declare him/her 
as having full legal capacity (being emancipated).

6.3	 What is the duration of children orders (up to the 
age of 16 or 18 or otherwise)?

A child-related court order remains in effect until the child 
turns 18 years old or is emancipated by a court decision.

6.4	 What orders can the court make in relation to 
children? Does the court automatically make orders in 
relation to child arrangements in the event of divorce?

To make an order about the child, the court should have a rele-
vant claim on it.  The claims may be presented and therefore 
examined and ordered in relation to the child(ren) as follows 
(the common ones): 
■	 with which parent the child(ren) should live permanently; 
■	 how much alimony should be paid for the child(ren); 
■	 how much child support should be paid in addition to the 

alimony;
■	 the meeting schedule with the parent who lives sepa-

rately from the child(ren); 
■	 the meeting schedule with other immediate relatives, 

e.g. grandparents; 
■	 the restriction of parental rights; and 
■	 the deprivation of parental rights.

6.5	 What factors does the court consider when 
making orders in relation to children?

The basic factor taken into consideration while deciding about 
the child(ren) is the best interest of the child.  The content of 
the child’s best interest is based on the criteria defined in the 
law and court practice as well as the ECHR’s decisions.

6.6	 Without court orders, what can parents do 
unilaterally? For example, can they take a child 
abroad?

Theoretically and due to law, the parents should decide on 
issues related to the common child(ren) jointly.  In prac-
tice, most decisions are made by the parent with whom the 
child(ren) permanently live.  Armenian law allows them 
to cross the border with one parent without consent of the 
second.  The consent of the second parent for crossing the 
border is required in the case when and if it is required under 
the law of the foreign country.

6.7	 Is there a presumption of an equal division of 
time between separating or divorcing parents?

There is no presumption of an equal division of time between 
separating and divorcing parents under Armenian law, except 
for the weekends, which shall be equally shared between 
parents based on the court practice.

5.2	 How is child maintenance calculated and is it 
administered by the court or an agency?

Parents can decide the amount of child support by notarised 
agreement.  In case of the absence of an alimony-paying 
agreement between parents, it is determined by the court at 
the rate of: 
■	 1/4 of the parent’s income for one child; 
■	 1/3 of the parent’s income for two children; and 
■	 1/2 of the parent’s income for three or more children. 

The amount of alimony is determined by court from the 
maximal possibility of keeping the previous standard of 
living of the child, taking into consideration property and 
family status of the parties and interests deserving atten-
tion.  The level of child support given may be decreased or 
increased by the court depending on the family and financial 
circumstances.

5.3	 For how long is a parent required to pay child 
maintenance or provide financial support for their 
children? For example, can a child seek maintenance 
during university?

According to Armenian law, parents are obligated to provide 
maintenance (alimony) for their child.  A child is also entitled 
to receive alimony after turning 18 if he or she is incapable of 
supporting themselves due to health or other valid reasons.

5.4	 Can capital or property orders be made to or for 
the benefit of a child?

Under Armenian law, courts cannot issue capital or property 
orders in favour of children; such arrangements can only be 
made through mutual agreement between the parents.

5.5	 Can a child or adult make a financial claim directly 
against their parents? If so, what factors will the court 
take into account?

The claim on payment alimony for a child (as defined by 
Armenian law – please see question 6.2) is presented on behalf 
of the parent/guardian with whom the child lives permanently. 

If the child is 18 years old, he/she may present the claim on 
his/her name except for cases where their incapacity relates 
to mental disability and the claim should be presented on the 
name of assigned guardian (can be the second parent).

62 Children – Parental Responsibility and 
Custody

6.1	 Explain what rights of custody both parents 
have in your jurisdiction whether (a) married, or (b) 
unmarried.

Under Armenian law and legal practice, both parents have 
equal custody rights and obligations toward their child(ren).  
Therefore, custody disputes typically focus on determining the 
child(ren)’s permanent place of residence rather than custody 
itself.  The parental rights and responsibilities are the same 
regardless of whether the child was born within or outside of 
marriage.  When custody is established through a court deci-
sion or registration with the CSRD, the legal parentage of the 
child is officially confirmed.
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7.3	 If the court is making a decision on relocation of 
a child abroad, what factors are taken into account?

As far as Armenian courts have jurisdiction over the terri-
tory of Armenia, they do not decide on the determination of a 
child’s place of living outside of Armenia.  The Armenian court 
may decide with which parent the child should live perma-
nently and may oblige the second parent to give consent to 
the child’s travelling abroad or consent on living abroad.  In 
deciding, the court derives from the child’s best interest.

7.4	 If the court is making a decision on a child 
moving to a different part of the state/country, what 
factors are taken into account?

This is not applicable in the Armenian jurisdiction.

7.5	 In practice, how rare is it for the custodial parent 
to be allowed to relocate internationally/interstate?

Please see question 7.3.  The court does not allow the reloca-
tion of the child from Armenia permanently as such.  There 
are cases when the court allows temporary relocation, e.g. for 
medical reasons, or when the court approves the reconciliation 
agreement of parties on relocation of the child abroad.

7.6	 How does your jurisdiction deal with abduction 
cases? For example, is your jurisdiction a party to the 
Hague Convention?

Armenia has been a Member State of the Hague Convention on 
the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction since June 1, 
2007 (with accession accepted by more than 60 countries) and 
has implemented all necessary internal procedures required 
under the Convention.

82 Overview

8.1	 In your view, what are the significant 
developments in family law in your jurisdiction in the 
last two years and anticipated in the next year?

On July 1, 2024, the Law on Amendments and Additions to the 
Law on Prevention of Domestic Violence, Protection of Persons 
Subjected to Domestic Violence, and Restoration of Family 
Harmony entered into force.  This law introduced significant 
changes and additions, more clearly defining the types of 
violence, the concept of family members, the decisions to be 
made by competent authorities in cases of violence, and the 
procedure for appealing those decisions.

Starting from July 1, 2025, in Armenia, mediation has 
become mandatory before filing a court case in several family- 
related matters, including divorce, determination of the 
child’s place of living, visitation, enforcement of alimony 
(maintenance payments), and division of property considered 
common ownership of spouses.

6.8	 Are unmarried parents treated in the same way 
as married parents when the court makes orders on 
separation or divorce?

Please see question 6.1.

6.9	 Is a welfare report prepared by an independent 
professional or is the decision taken by the judge 
alone? If so, does the child meet the judge?

An independent professional’s report is considered evidence 
on equal footing with other materials presented to the court.  
However, under Armenian law, it is mandatory to obtain a 
report from the Commission of Custody and Guardianship.

Both the Commission and the court are required to hear the 
views of children aged 10 and older.  Children under the age of 
10 should also be heard on matters concerning them, taking 
into account their age and level of maturity.

For children aged 10 and above, decisions must be made 
with their consent.

6.10	Is there separate representation for children in 
your jurisdiction and, if so, who would represent them, 
e.g. a lawyer?

There is no separate representation for children in Armenia.  
If the case is about protection from abuse of a child against 
his/her parents (lawful representatives), the Commission of 
Custody and Guardianship should undertake necessary means 
for the protection of a child’s rights and interests.

6.11	 Do any other adults have a say in relation to the 
arrangements for the children, e.g. step-parents or 
grandparents or siblings? What methods of dispute 
resolution are available to resolve disputes relating to 
children?

In relation to the arrangements for the child(ren), only parents 
have a right to say. 

Disputes related to children are subject to a mandatory 
mediation process prior to initiation of any court proceedings.  
If the mediation process fails, the disputes can be resolved in 
court.  The parties may reconcile during the court proceedings 
as well.

72 Children – International Aspects

7.1	 Can the custodial parent move to another state/
country without the other parent’s consent?

The parent with whom the child permanently lives is enti-
tled to move to another state or country without the other 
parent’s consent.  However, the legislation of the other state or 
country may prohibit the child’s entry without the consent of 
the second parent.

7.2	 Can the custodial parent move to another part of 
the state/country without the other parent’s consent?

The parent with whom the child permanently lives is enti-
tled to move to another part of the country without the other 
parent’s consent.
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8.3	 What are some of the areas of family law that you 
think should be considered in your jurisdiction, i.e. 
what laws or practices should be reformed?

The priority is the improvement of the Commission of Custody 
and Guardianship, especially the professional level of special-
ists directly engaging in work with minors. 

The mediators to be engaged for family disputes should be 
subject to additional professional requirements.  Currently, 
most licensed mediators are lawyers and attorneys; however, 
dealing with the family law matters may require other types of 
knowledge apart from legal, which are not addressed yet. 

It would be preferable to consider the necessity of having 
judges or court specialists on family cases, which will allow for 
the increase in the engagement of the judges and knowledge as 
regards the peculiarities of assessing the child’s best interest. 

8.2	 To what extent and how has the court process and 
other dispute resolution methods for family law been 
adapted in your jurisdiction in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic – e.g. virtual hearings, remote access, 
paperless processes? Are any of these changes likely 
to remain now the COVID-19 crisis has passed?

While the COVID-19 pandemic has not had a significant impact 
on family law cases in our jurisdiction, i.e. no court processes 
or other dispute resolution methods for family law have been 
adapted, certain temporary changes have been adopted for all 
types of litigation.  Electronic filing of documents was allowed 
for a certain period of time, court hearings in the first instance 
court were postponed; meanwhile, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Appeal Court has begun to exercise its authority 
to hear appeals in writing, without convening a court hearing.
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